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JERRY COLE'S '28
An Azusa Alley Find

inic ihe backyised and brushad the ok
off to sea what shape i was in, and dis-
‘covered 1 was in excellent condition, We
tame-back later, and L bought the rosd:
ster plckiip for $50.°

In 1855, Jerry tari indo the |Hle
roadster pickup for the first time, and
just lIke the pickup in Hot Rod magazine
that inspirad hlm, his truck endad up
featured in hot rod magazines as well,
Th little yeliow plckup that appears on
these papesis fresh from Wheslar's
Speed Shop in Huntington Baach, Cali-
Tornia, Wheeler's master technician and
hairfarrer Chiis Jonas was in charge of
e 285 rajuvenation, “When the truck

came 1o me, It was in pretty goad shipe.

I just neaded fresh paint#nd some
suspengied hgrades.” The deopped
slright-axie parchied on the Modsl A's
nose for BO:plus years was serapgmed in
Favar of an IFS setmg nem TCLL In place
nf_lh&nriglnulmhpls_lrs.'rm-:hs Lantad ar
45-degres Bngles, Chis hung a pair of

collover shocks with special sttention
pakd to polished stainloss steel upper
andkywer control arms. Alang with the
straight-asie hitling the scrap pile, 5o
wenbihe worm and secior stering box
in favar of B powerassisted tack-and:
pinian. Power-assiat énters the ploture
again with disc hrakes handling the stop-
mang chores in frost, with late-mocdel Ford
drums &1 [hes rear. Out back, the old-styie
transvarsadeal setip was replaced with

-8 TGl ourbar sprong with eollovars and

damped with Bllstein shock absorlrs,
For retling stock, the 28 mativates with
205/60/ 16 BFGoodsich tires maunted
o chromed American Racing Tong-
Thrust whesls,

Directing larry's "28 B a Pete & lake's
Eieering wineed mounted Btop a Lime
Yvarks steerfing calumn'on an aluminem
BIRBring column drop, which bringsus
into the Interiar of Jerry's ‘25 & tost-
meiYy bo the quality of Ts Maugahydis
istha dark brown tuck ‘n' rall uphoistary

stitched up by Thomion's in Santa
#Ana, Callfarnia, some time in the sarly
seventh decade of the 20th century.
Iv's Interesting to note that Thornton's
opened theirdoors in 1947 and the
shoprisstill in business in SantaAna
tocay, The carpeting didn't fare quite
5wl and was repiacied by Fiberech
in Huntingtan Beach white Whaalsr's
e restoning the/ trucke Wikealor's also
plugged a complete sat of Moon gauges
inda the Model A dash cluster

For propulsion; the ' 2815 powered
i 2B nchamall bbock Ford plidtked
from an oarky Mustang. Wheslar's
sourced chraime goodies fram
Mooneyas to brighten upthe 289 start
ing from the air cloaner down, The '28's
transmission g e G4 Crulsomatic (hat
came with the Mustang engine, Shifting
nEcurs wWith & Lokar shifter mounted
next o an original Model A emergancy
brake handle, Connecting the 04 to a
Fard Binch rearend with 3.0:4 gears




15 A shortened driveshatt from Dy
alines Unlimited, Undamesth ihe seat
& 2ol Dptima batdany facilliates any
electrical needs thi littln pickup might
haye, Starting at the 2859's heada, (he
2xhalsl system Beging with ceramilc-
coated stock cast4iron exhawst marii
Toles pdumbed throwgh 2-inch plpe
into a pakrof Flowmaster Hushpower
1l nuffiers. '
Srehinarly o wayld gxpeat the body
of an almost TOyesrokd truck 1o be an
absolute ruated nightrmire, but sinca

Jerry has owned the ‘28 cince 1955 and
hEE: ahways stored IF properly, L origing
shasimetal was still inexcellent cond)-

tom: Theonly body paned on the ™28 that
isn't original is this left-front fendar. After
sirippingoff the yellow mint Jermchad
been running on the mokup since the

s Rod Eagleton ot Eagleton’s Custom.

Painkin Huntington Baach repainted thi:
'8 In & beight yallow custom mix. Some
of Whealsr's nawer body mods inclugds

& custom hood and a smoathed grilie

shell. Dnes custam touchesinclude a
pair of Dletz minkbucket headlights and

‘a cugtorn Wineelar's hioense plate frame,

With ferry's '35 beck togeiher and
ready for anathar 50 years of service
as a hot rod pickLip, e wanted 16 make
sure we gol ina spocsal thanks to Bryan
Whigeler at Wheelsr's Speed Shop and
Fon Eagloton &t Eagleton's Custom Paint
for & job well done, and while we're atit.
here Bra props to Chris Jonas fo tacking.
[tall together, FOT

T Chsse Tncks = JAART P08 81
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Azusa trang to find & restorabie
A — Model Tor Acinone backyard, we e o .

cnattad thi redislor shell of this

truck protriding from a pile of

pubbish. The owner hisd stacked

teaves and debria in tha tnuck's

bed antscipating that he wiuld

haul it to the dump;, bot instead

he just conthnied to fill the bed

with yard cuttings unthl itevento-

Ally covensd the antire trick with

iha excaption of the frant bumpsr

and radiztor shell. Mo one was

home at the tme, Bl we wani




